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hundred copies were to be printed with silk covers, each of
which would cost five ffens and a thousand copies in thinner
silk which would cost three f£ns apiece. That would be fifty-
five taels all together. We still have to pay the printer thirteen
taels and five ch'iens," he said. "He has promised to send
all the copies here on the fourteenth."
The Lady of the Vase went to her room and brought a
silver perfume box. She gave it to Pen IV, who weighed it
and found it to be fifteen taels. "Take it," the Lady of the
Vase said, "pay the printer and keep the rest for your expenses
when you go to the temple to give out the texts. It will save
you the trouble of coming to ask me again." Pen IV took
the box. As he was going away the Lady of the Vase said:
"Fourth Brother, I thank you."
Pen IV bowed. "You are very kind," he said. Then he
went to the front court. There Golden Lotus and Tower of
Jade stopped him.
"Have you given the silver to the printer?" Tower of Jade
asked.
"Yes," he said. "I have arranged for the printing of fifteen
hundred copies. I paid forty-one taels and five ch'iens and
now the Sixth Lady has given me this silver box." Golden
Lotus and Tower of Jade looked at the box but said nothing.
P£n IV went out.
"Our Sixth Sister is wasting her money," ToVer of Jade
said. "If the baby is destined to live, nothing can kill him.
If he is destined to die, his life won't be saved by any dis-
tributing of texts. If she trusts the nuns they will make a fool
of her."
They got up. "Let us go and look out of the gate," Golden
Lotus said. They asked Orchid to go with them but she
declined. Golden Lotus took Tower of Jade by the hand and
they went to the gate together. When they got there she
asked P'ing An if the house opposite had been made ready.
"Yesterday," P'ing An said, "Father made the workmen
clear it out and fix up the rooms in the back court as a ware-
house. The Master of the Yin Yang came and blessed the
starting of operations. The ground floor is being divided into
three rooms, and shelves are being set up for the silk. The
tooms at the front are to be made into a shop, and the painters

